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Phliadeiphin and ite Solitary Prison,

The jonrney from New York to Philadelphin
Is made by raflroad, and two ferries, and usasily
ocouples between five and six hours, L wasa
flue evenlpg whon we were prssangers in the
train; and walching the bright sunset from a
hittle window wedr the door by which we #al,
my sttentlon was sltracted to & remarkable ap-
pearance issuing from the windows of the gon-
tlemen's car immediately in front of us, which
I supposed lorsome thine was occasioned Ly a
number of industrious persons inside rip-

n open  fesiber-beds, and glviog the
f& ers to the wind. At lengsh 11 occurred
to mo that they were only #pliting, which
was indeed the case; though how sny num-
ber of pasgengers which it was possible for thal
car to contan could have maintained such a

isylul nd ingessant shower of expectora’ion,
f:m still at o joss to understand, notwithsiand-
lnq] thie experionce in all salivatory phenomena
which 1 siterwards acquired. '

1 wade scquaintance, on this journey, with
mwild and modest young Qunker, who opened tha
discourse by informiog me, mn & grave whisper,
ibat his grandiather was. the mventor of cold.
drawn castor-oil. 1 mention the circumstance
here, thinklug it probable that this is the frst
occasion on which the valuable medicine in
guestion wae over used as a conversalional
aperient,

We reached the cily late that night
Looking out of my chamber-window, belore
golug to bed, I saw, oo the opposite side
of the way, a handsome building of white
marble, which bad a mourniul, ghost-like
aspect, dreary to behold, 1 wsttribated this
to'lhe dombre influence of the night, and on
rising in the morning looked out agaln, ex-
pecling to see its steps and portico thronged
with groups ul’pou%!e pussing in and out. The
door was still tight ehut, however;the same
cold, cheerless air prevuiled; aud the boilding
looked as if the marble statue of Don Guzman
could alone have any businesa to transaoct within
its gloomy walle, I hasteved to fnguirs its
name and purpose, and then my sorprise van-
isbed. Tt was the tomb of many fortunes; the
Great Catpcomb of investment; the memorable
United Btates Bauk,

The stoppage of this bank, with all fis
rulvous consequences, had east (a8 1 was told
on_every side) a gloom on Philadelphia
under {Le depressing effoct of which 1t rel
labored. It certalnly did seem rather dull and
out of spirits, _

Itis & handsome city, but distraclingly regu-
lar, After walking about it for an hour or Lwo,
I folt that I would have given the world lor a
crooked street. The coliar of mg cont appeared
tostiffen, amd the brim of my hat to expand,
beneath fts Quakerly influence, My hair shrunk
inlo a sleek short crop, my hands folded them-
gelves wpon my breast of their own calm
accord, nnd thoughis of taking lodgingsin Mark
Lano, over agalost the Market Plnce, and of
makinga Jarge fertune by speculations in corn,
ovéc me involuntarily.

Lia Is most bountifully provided
with fresh water, which is showered and
jerked abont, and turned on, and poared
off, everywhere. The Waterworks, which are
on & height near the city, are no less orna-
mental thapn usefal, being tastefully laid ouy as

s publlc garden, and kept In the best
and neatest order, The river ls dammed at this
point, and forced by il own power into

vartain high tanke ‘or reservoirs, whenea the
whnla eity, to she top storles of the houses, is
sujiplied at a very tri expense,

ere are various public institutions, Among
them & moat excellent hospital—a Quaker
establisbment, bot not seciarian in the great
bepsiits it confers; a quiet, guaint old Library,
pamed afler Franklin; s handsomse Exehange
and Post Office; and #o forth. la commection
with the Quaker Hospital, thore is a pleture by
Weat, whith s exhibited for the beoedt of the
funds of the institution, The subject is onr
Baviour healing the wick, and it 1w, perbaps,

~———&4-{avorahio  specimen 0! the musier as can

be seon where. Whether this be hich
or low m:ﬁ: depends upon the reader's Luste,

In the same room there is a very characteris-
tic und life-like portrait by Mr. Bully, & distin-
. guished American artist,

My stay in Philadelphia was uri shorl: but
what I saw of Ite soclety I greatly liked. Treat-
ing of ts geners! characileristics, T should be
diepored to say that it s more provinelal than
Boston or New York, and that {here is afloat in
the fair clty an sesumption of taste aud erlti-
o, savoring ratber of those gentepl dlscos-
sious upon the same themes, in connecslon with
Shakespeare and the musical giasses, of which
we read in the "Vicar of Wakefield.” Near
the city is & most splendid unfnished marble
structure for the Gurard College, fonnded by
& deceased geutlewan of that name and
of enormous wealth, which, if completed
sccordiug lo lhe original deslgn, will be per-
baps ihe richest edifice of modern times, Bai
the bequest la involved in legal dispates, and,
ff-ndlng them, the work Las slopped, so that,
ke many other great undertakiongs In America,
even this is rather golag to be done cue of these
davathan doing now.

I the oatskirly stands s wreat prison, called
the Eastern Penitentiary, condusted on & plan
pecdlinr {o the State of Pennsylvanis, Toe sys-
tem here I8 rigld, striol, aad "hopeless solitery
confinement. | belleve it, in ite efeots, to be
cruel snd wrong.

Io1s Intention, I am well convinesd that it
s kind, bumane, and mesnt for reformation;
but 1 aw persuaded that those who devised
this syelem of Prison Discipline, and those
:wuwolent tlomen who carry it into execu-
lon, do not no: wluft itisthat theyare ga'nng.r

ery few men are capable o©
estimating \he \mmouse amount of torture and
agony *Elnh thia dreadful punisbhmens, pro-

longed for years, in :
o A by i mg.\g“.upnn the sufferers; und

what [ have sesn wrliie pud ia reasoning Gom

u upon their faces, and
whal to my oerisin k y
Iam ﬂllj,ihl more T“:l'?umm feel within,

depth of verrible rudy A thore s &
bup the pufferers themesives l:.": ;ﬂ"ohu'“;
which 00 wan hes Tight to lnfict u )

follog-creature. I hold this gloy “sudm.
tampéring with the mysteries of te beatn o b
immensurably worsa B0V toriure of the
body; and becsuse ite ghustly signs and tokens
are not so ‘palpable t0 the ey6 and senss of
toucl &8 scard upon the flesh,—becausn 11y
wounds aré not upon the surface, and i\ extors
fow that human sars can bear,—thorelore
I the more deponpos it as & pecret punishment
which sluwbermg humanity 18 not roused up Lo
wiay, I hesilsted once, debating with oryself,
whetber, i{ I had tbhe power sayioz *Yes" or
“No,” I would allow it 1o be tried In certain
caées, where the term of imprisoument were
short; but now I solemnly declare that with no
rewards or homors coold T walk o happy
mun beneath the open eky by day, or lie me
dowp upon my bed at night, with the consclous-
ness that one AnD creaiure, mﬂ:n leagth
:' h"Il:m. no malter t'r;lh:.‘u 't :J;g nl_gli

uknown punishmen shlent o
the oause, or I ovnsenting to It in the least

sccompasied to this prison by two
”LJ::“, oﬂmly poppected with liv man-
sgoment, and passed the day In going from
cell to cel), and italking with the inmates.
Bvery facility was afforded me that the utmost
coariesy counid suggest, Nothing was concealed
bidden from my view, aod @ preoo of in-
g-nmoa that I soaghs was openly snd Irankly
ven, The perfeciorder of ke bullding cannot
ruised too highly, and of the excellent
motlves of all who are immediately concerned
in the sdwivistration of the aystem there can
be no kind ol question.

Between the body of the prison snd the
outer wall there s & spacious garden. Eo-
tering it by o wickel In the mussive gate,
we puraued the path before us to fts other
termnation, aud passed into a large eham-
ber, from which soven Jong passages radl.
ate. On either wide of edch 1 & long, long
row of low cell deors, with & cerlsin num
bor over every ome. Above, m gallery of
cells ke Lthose below, €xcept that they bave no
narrow yard sttached (se those in the ground,
tier have), and are somewhat amaller, The pos-
sesglon ol two of these 18 supposed t0 compen-
sate for the dbsence of po much sir and exercise
n= can be had [n the dull slrip attached to each
ol 1be others, inan hour's time every day; and
therefore every prisoner in this upper story has
two cells adjoiniog, aud commuanicatiog with
each other,

Standing at the central point, and looking
down Lbese dreary passages, the dull repose sad
guict that prevails 1s awial. Occasionally thore
15w drowsy stund from some lone weaver's
shutlle, or skoumaker's last; bat it ix stifled by

the (hick walis nud heavy dongeon-door, and
only serves to muake the general stiliness more
profovnd. Over the hesd and fuce of avery
prisoper who comes Into Lhis melancholy house
8 biack booo s drawn; spd in this dark

ahiroud, sn emblem of the curiain dropped be
tween bim and the liviug world, he s led to the
cell from which he npever again comes forth,
until bis whole term of lmprisonment has ex-
pired, He never hears of wite or childreéw,
Lome or fricuds, the Iife or death of any single

crénture,  He sces the prisou officers, but with
that exception Le never looks upon a human
countensuee of henrs & human vowe., He is a
may burled nlive—=to be dug out on the slow

round of yrars; and ju the mesntime dead to
cverjthing bat torturiug-anxleties and horrible
despalr,

His vame, and crime, aud term of suffer-

luq are unkuown even to the officer who
delivers him  his dafly food, There s a
number over his cell door, and iu & book

of whbich the goveérnor of the prison has one
copy, aud the moral wstruclor another: this is
the index to his bhistory. Beyond these pages
the piison has no record of his existence; aund,
though he live to be in the same cell ten weary
years, he bas no means of knowing, down to the
very st hour, in what part of the bailding it is
situated, what kind of men there are abeut him;
whether in the long winter nights there are
living people near, or ba 15 in some louely cor-
ner of the great juil, with walls nand passages
and 'ron coers befween him and the nesrest
vhoarer lu lls solitary borrors.

Every cell has double doors—the ouler
ons of slordy oak, ihe other of grated lrom,
whorein there is a trap throogh which his
food is banded, He has a Bible, and a
sinte and pencil, and, npder certain resirictions,
has sometimes olher books, provided for the
purposa, nud pen and tuk and paper. His razor,
plnte, and epn and basin, haoug upon the wall,
or shine upon the little shelf, Fresh watar is
lald on in every cell, and he can draw it at his
pleasure. Durmg the day his bedstead tuins
up against the wall, and leaves more spaos for
lism to work in, His loom, oxr bench, or wheel
Is there; and there he labors, sleeps, and wakes,
snd counts the sessons as they change, aud
grows old.

The first man I saw was scatad al his loom at
work. He bad been there six years, and was to
remain, I think, three more, @ had been eon-
victed ns 4 receiver of stolen goods: bus even
after this long fmprisonment denied the gollt
and said be hud been hardly dealt by, 1t was
liis second offense,

He stopped his work when we went in, took
off bis apectacies, and answered freely to every
thing thiat was sald to bhim, but always with a
sirange kind of pause first, and in a low,
thoughtful voice, He wore s paper hat of his
own making, and was plensed to have it noticed
und commended, He had ingeniously manuafac-
tured n =ortof Dutch clock from some disre-
garded odds snd ends; and his vinegar bottle
served for the pendulom, Seeiug ma interasted
m this conuivance, he looked up at it with a
great deal of pride, and said that he had beeu
thinkivg of improving it, and that he hoped
the bammer snd a llitle piece of broken
glass beside it *'would play music before long.”
He had exiracted some colors from the yarn
with which he bad worked, and paiunted a fow
figures on the wall. One, of a female, over the
door, he called "“The Lady of the Luke,”

He smiled as I looked al these contrivances to
while away the time; but when I looked from
them 10 him, I saw that his lip irembled, and
oould bave counted the beating of his heart, [
forget bow It came about, but some allusion
was made to his having a wife. He shook his
head at the word, turned aslde, and covered his
face with hits hands.

“But you are resigned now ! 2aid one of the
gentlemen, after a short panse, durlog which he
had resumed his former wanner, e nnawered,
with a sigh that seemed quite reckless in ite
bopelessness, *0O yes, O yes! I am resigned to
it.,” *And are a belier man, you think " -Well,
I hope s0; 1'm sure I h%ae I may be,” *“‘Aud
time goea pmtlilquickly. “Time I very long,
pentlemen, within thece four walls!”

He about him—Heaven only knows how
wearily !—ne he sajd these worda; and, in the
uet of dofng so, fell into a strange stare as if he
bad forgoiten something. A moment after-
wardes he sighed heavily, put on his spectacles,
end went about his work agsin.

1o apother cell there was a German, sentenced
lo five years' imprisonmens for iarceny, two of
which bad just expired. With colors procured
in the saine manver, he had painted every loch
of the walls and celling quite beautifully, He
had lald out the few feet of ground behind with
exquisite nesiuess, and bad made a litle bed
in the ocentre, thal looked, by-the-by, like a
ﬁuw. The tuste and ingenulty he had

tsplayed in everything were most extraordi-
pary; and vyet a 1more dejected, heart-
bm:-n. wretched creature it would be difficnlt
to imagine. never saw such a pletare
of forloin wiflicion and distress of mind. My
beart bled for bhim; and when the tears ran
down his chevks, and be took one of the visitors
auide to ask, with his irembling hands nervously
olutching ot his coat to detsin bim, whether
there was uo hope of his dismal sentepce bein

cemmuled, the speciacle was l‘!‘_l.“f too patuln
to witness. ) vever saw or heard o nn{l ind of
misery that fwpressed me more than the

wretchedness of this man,

In & third cell was & tall, slrong black, &
burgiar, working st his proper trade of making
screws nnd the like, His tHme was nearly ouns.
He was pot only a very desterous thief, but was
notoiious for bls boldpess and hardihood, aud

for the number of hes previous oonvic-
tions, He entertained ws with & long
secount of bis achlevements, whleh he nar-

ruted with such infinite relish, that Le
sotuaily seemed 1o llck bis Hps as he told us
racy anecdotes of stolen plite, and of old ladles
whom he bad watched as thoy sat at windows
ip silver speciacies (be had plainly had an eye
10 \beir meial, even from the other side of the
sireet), and had afterwards robbed. This fellow,
upon 1he sllgbtest encouragewent, would bave
mingled with nis profcssional recollections the
most detestable cayl; but [ am yery mach mis-
teken it he could have sor the unmit-
VaLted hypoerisy with wisich he declared that he
b the any on which he csme into that

Prison, aud that be neyerwould commit nuother
fobbery us long e e Niod.

m'l'h‘;r&smwn one man who was allowed, as

LENeE, o keep rabbite, His room

the passage,
ah

g s bhagy
ligtit of iho #rd tace in the unwonted san-

al w m
rarihl I 1
oo fog TR te rAbIIL I o el Sbe

when the litle crenture, ok :
round, stole buck fnlo m%ﬂ"‘

insed, crepl Umidiy alter

4§ sbout in b next cell,

would have been hard tosay In what respact
the kD was the "qmlnllnl n} the t
wha 4n b thief, who been

there but a few out of seven years—a villa-
nous, low-browed. ihin-lipped fellow, with a
white fuce; who had as yet no relish for visitors,
and who, but for the additlonal pensity
bave gladly stubbed me with his shoemaker’s
knlfe. There was another German who bad en-
tered the jnil but yesterday, and who staried
from his bed when we looked in, and plesded,
in his broken Euglish, yery bard for work,
There was u poet, who, after doing two daye’
work in every four-and-twenty hours, one for
himsell and one for the prison, wrole verses
about shipa (he was by trade @ muriner), and
fhe “maddening wine-cnp,” and his frlends at
bome. Thers were very many of them., Bome
reddened at tho sight of {tors, and some
torned very pale. Bome two or three had
pritoner nurses with them, for they were "3
wick, and ouvé, & fat old negro, whone leg h
been taken off within the )ail, had for his
altendant a olsesionl scholar and an accom-

llshed surgeon, himself a prisoner lkewise.

itling vpon the stairs, engaged in some slight
wcrk, was a pretty colored boy, “ls there no
refoge for young criminals In Philadelphin,
then?" said I, “Yes, but only for white chli-
dren,” Noble anstocracy in crime !
. There was a sailor who had been thera up-
wards of eleven years, and who In & few months’
Umeé would be free. Eleven years of solitary
confinement !

“] nm_very glad to bear your time is nearly
vat,” What does he uny! Nothing. Why does
he stare at bis hands, and pick the flesh upon
his fingers, and railee his eyes for an instant,
every now and then, to those bars walls which
have #o¢n his head turn grey? It is & way he
has sometimes.,

Does be never look men in the face, and does
he alwnys pluck at those hands of his, as
thovel be wers bent on parting «kin and bone?
It i» his humar, nothing mores,

It i& his humor, too, to say that he does not
look forward to going out; that he ls not glad
tue time is drawing near; that he did look for-
woid to it omoe, but that wes very long ago:
that he has lost all eare for everythio It is
bis humor 10 be & helpless, crushed, and broken
man, And Heaven be his wilness Lhal he has
his humor thoroughly gratified !

Thers were three young women In adjoining
cells, 0)] convieted at the snme Lime of A conspi-
racy 1o rob their prosecuter, In the silence and
solitude of their lives they had grown to be
quite heautiful, Their looks were very sad,
and might have moved the sternest visitor to
tears, bul not-to that kind of sorrow which the
countemplation of men awakens, One was =
young girl; not twenty, a8 I recollect; whose
enow-white room was hung with the work ol
some former prisoner, and upon whose downoast
face the sun in all ita splendor shons down
through the high chink in the wall, Where one
narrow strip ol bright bloe sky was visible, Bbe
wns peniteot an ulet; had come to be re-
nigned, she esid (and I believe her); and had n
mind st peace. *Iu & word, you sare happy
bere? paid one of my companions, She strog-
pled—she did elruggle very burd—to answer
yes; but raising her eyes, and meeting that
glimpee of ireedom overhead, she burst into
tears, and nald, “Bhe tried to be; sheuttered no
complaint; but It wes patoral that she should
sometimes Jong to go out of that one
tﬂ:] alhe could uot help that,” she sebbed, poor

ng .

I went irom cell to eell that day; and ever
face 1 saw, or word I heard, or incident I noted,
is Pre:-rnt 1o my mind 1a all ils palnfulness,
Bul let me pass them by for one more plensant
glance of a prison ‘on the samé plan, which I
afterwards saw at Fittsburg.

When I had gone over that in the same man-
ner, | asked the Governor if he had any person
in his eharge who was shortly going oul, He
had one, be sald, whose time was up next day;
but be had only been a %rlsonu- two years,

Two years! 1lcoked back through two years
in my own life—out of jail, prosperous, and
hnpsy. sorrounded by blessings, comforts, and
good fortune—and thought how WG lxl‘;) it
was, and how long those lwo yeals passed in
solilary captivity would have been. I havo the
face of this man who was going to be relessed
nextday'before me now. It is almost more memo-
rable in 1ts happizess than the other faces in
their misery, How easy and how natursl it
wes for him to say that the system was & good
ope, and that the time went *“‘preity quiek,
couriderin;” and that when w man once felt that
be Lud offended the law, and must satisfy it,
**he got along somehow,” and so lorth,

“What did ke call you back to say to you in
that strapge flutier?” 7uhd of my eonductor,
when he had lockcd the door asd joined me in
the pussape.

“Ob! That he was afrald the soles of his
boots wese not fit for walking, as they were n
good deal worn when he came in; and that he
would thauk me very much to have them
monded, ready.”

Those boots had been taken off his fact, and
Blelft Awsy with the rest of hus clothes, two years

orel

1 took that opportunity of inquiring how they
conducted themeelves immediately before going
ont, l:ﬂdn:lg that I presnmed they trembled very
much.

“Well, i{’s not so much a trembling,” was the
answer—*‘though Lhey do quiver—as s complete
derangement of the nervous system. ey
can’t sign their names to the booki somalimes
can’t even hold the pen; look sbout 'em withous
sppearivg to know why, or where they are; and
somelimes get up and sld down agsin tweoly
times in s minute, This is when they're in the
oftice, where they are taken with the hood on,
ns they were brought in. When they get out-
side the gate thay stop and look firet one way
and then the other, not knowing which to take.
Bometimes they stagger as il they were drunk,
and somelimes are feared to ieun agwinst Lthe
fence, they're so bad—but they clear off In
course of time."

As I walked smong thess solitary cells, and
lopked at the faces of the men within thém, I
yried to plcture to mysell the thoughis and feel-
ings natural to their condition. Iimagined the
bood just taken off, snd the scene of their cap-
:iﬂl)‘ disclosed to them In wll iis dismel mono-
ony.

At firsf, the man {8 stunned, His confinement
is & hideous vision; and his old Ilile a reality.
He throws himsell upon bis bed, and lies there
abandoned Lo despalr. .By degrees the losup-
portable solitude und barrenness of ths plece
rouss iim from this stuper, and when the lrap
in bils grated door is opened, he humbly bege
and prays for work. *‘‘Glve me some work {0
do, or 1 ehall go raving mad ¥

He bas it, and by fits and starts applies him-
sell to labor; bul every now and then there
COMOE UPOND fim & burning sense of the years
that must be wasled in that stove cofin, and
sn sgony so piarelng in the recollection of
those who are hidden from his view and know-
ledge, ibat be siarts trom his seut, and,
atriding vp and down the parrow room with
both bands clasped on his uplifted head, bears
ighrlla tempting kim to beat hie brailns out on
the wall

Agaiu he falls upon his bed, snd lles theve
moaplng, Buddenly he starts up, wondering
whetuer any olber man |» peasr; whelher there
is another o#ll likce {int on either side of him;
and listens keenly.

There s mo sound; baot other prisoners
may be near, for sll that. He remembers
to have heard once, when he little thought
ol coming bere himeell, that the oells wers
so copsiructed that the prisoners could mnot
hear each otber, though the ofcers could
liear :hhe::i. ht!ﬂmu I8 the pearest man—
npon the or o
ome in both directions? Where Is he sitiing
now-—with his face 10 the lghi? or 1s he walk-
ing to snd fro?! How i1 he dremsed! Has he
been here long? Is bhe much worn away? Ins
he very white and elike? Dogs he thiok
of bis neighbor too

Bearcely venturing to bresthe, and Ihtlm
while he thinks, he conjures up &
bis back towards bim, snd imagises it moyioe
e tatnof the: Sask w0l 8
face, but n |
slooping man, ﬂfm eell upon the

be puts snother fgure, whose
e e
L \n‘ap{”ﬂvamtﬁl
wnd- e neyer

are alw L]

BB o i & younger

, wouldy

—whooe hidden (entures (orture bim to death,
aud bave & mystery shat makes him tremble.
The wenry days pass on with solemn pace,
like m ™ at & foneral; and slowly he begins
to feel that white walls of (he cell have
someihing dreadful to them; that {heir color fs
hmlmtthu their smooth surfsce cbilia his
blood; that there 1s one hatelul cormer which
torments him, Bver‘“mlnﬁ'whu he wak
be hides hia head enth n;:;wlm. n::.J
shudders \orea the ghantl oo’mns hm, down
npon him. The blessed light of day i
in, an bely phsntom fIsce, through the wun-
changeabls erevice which is his prison window,
By tlow but sure degrees, the terrors of that
hatoful corner swell until they besol bim
at all times; Invade his rest, make his dreams
hideous, and his nights dreadfnl. AM frst, he
took a sirauge dislike to It; feellng us though it
gave barth in his orain b0 something of corres
ponding thl‘w which ought not te be there,
and racked his hesd with s. Then he begnn
to fear tt, then to dresm of it, and of men whis-
pering ils nawe and poloting to it. Then be
could not bear to Yook at it, nor yet to torn his
back upon it, Now ltir every night ihe lurk-
img-place of aghost; » shadow; a silent some-
thing, horrible 1o ses, but whether hird or
beart, or wuffied human shaps,-he eannot tell

When he s in his cell t’:.r day, he fears
the little yard without. When he s in the
yurd, he drends to re-enter the cell. When
night comes, there siands the phantom in
the corper. If ho have the courage to
stand in ite place, aud drive il out (he had
once, being desperate), iv broods upon his

bed. In the twilight, nod always at the same
hour, & voice oslls 10 him by uame; as the dark-
nres thickens, bis loom begios to live; and even
that, his comfort, i= a bideous figure, watohing
him 11l daybrenk.

Agnip, by slow degrees, these horrible fanoies
depart irom bhim one by one; relurning sowetimes
nnexpecledly, but at longer intervals, and in
less alarming shapes, e hns talked upon
rellgious matiers with the gentléeman who visits
bim, and bhas read his Blble, and has writlen
a prayer upon his slate, and hupe 1L up as &
kind ol protection and an sssurance of heavenly
companionship, He dreams now, sometimes,
of his children or his wile; but s sure that
they mre dead, or have deserted him. He
is easily moved to tears; Is gentle, sub
wissive, and broken spirited, Oceasionally,
the old sgony comes back; a very hittle
thing will revave it;even & familiar sound, or
the scent of summer flowers in the air; butit
does not last long vow; for the world without
has come to be the vision, sod thus solitary lite
the sad reality,

If his term of imprisonment be short—I mean
comparatively, for short 1 canvot be—the last
half-year is almost worse Lhan all; for ihen he
thinke the prison will take fire, and he be
burned iu the ruins, or thai he is doomed to die
within the walls, or that he will be detained on
some fulse cburge and sentenced for another
term; or that something, no matter what, must
happen to prevent his going at large. And this
is patural, and impossible to rensoned
against, beoaune, alter his long separatiou from
bumen 1ife, and his great suflering, soy event
will appear to bim more probable [u the con-
templation than the belng restored lo Liberty
and his fellow-creatures.

It his period of confinement have béen very
long, the prospect of release bewilders and con-
fuses him. is bruken hesrt may flutter for a
moment, when he thinks of the worid outside,
and what it wight have been to him in all those
Jouely years, bul that 1s all.  The cell door has
been closed too long on sl its hopes and cares.
Betler to have hanged him in the beginning
then biing him to this pass. and send him forth
to mingle with his kind, who are his kind no
more.

On tbe happard face of every man smong
these prizoners Lhe same expression sat. I know
not what to liken it to, It had something of
thel sirained nttention which we see upon the
faces of the blind and deaf, mingled with a kind
of horror, as though they bad all been secret)

-terrified. In every little chamber that I entered,

and at every grate through which T looked, I
scemed to seo thefsame lr&auln countenance,
1t lives in my memory, with the lascination of'a
remsrkable picture, Parade before my eyes o
pupdred meu, with one smoug thewm newly
released from this solitary suffériug, and I would
point bim ont.

. The feces of the women, as I have sald, 14
humsunizes sud refines. Whether this be be
cau:¢ of thelr better nature which Ia elicited In
solitude, or because of thelr being gentler crea-
tures, of greater patience and longer suffering,
1 dopotl know; butso it is, That the pumish-
ment is nevertheless, to my thinking, fully as
cruel end as wrong in their case as 1n that of
the men, I need scarcely ndd. \

firm conviction is that, indepen-
dent of Lhe menial anguish it occasions—an
anguish go acute and so tremevndous, that all
imagloation of it muet fall far short of the
reality—it wears the mind into a morbld state,
whioch renders it unfit for the rough contact
aud busy sction of the world, It 18 my fixed
opinion that those who have undergone shis
punishment musr pass into soclety again
morally unhealthy and diseased. There sare
weny msiances on record of men who have
chosen or bave been condemned to lives of per-
fect solitade; but I scarcely remember oue,
even Among of strong and vigorous in-
telleot, where itz eflfect bas not become Appa-
rent in some disordered traim of thought or
some gloviny ballucinallon. What mounsirous
ggantoms. bred of despondency aond doubt, and

rn and reared in solitude, have stalked upon
the earth, making ereation ugly, and darkening
the face of Heaven | ;

Fuicides ave rure among these prisoners; are
nlmeost, indeed, unknown. Bul no argument in
favor of the system can mmnablr be deduced
from this gircumstance, although it is very ofien
urged, All men who huve made diseases of the
mind their nud{. Enow Rarfuﬁ_ly well that such
extreme depression and despalr as will chan
the whole character, and beat down all [ts
powers of elastiglty and self-resislance, may be
at work within » men, and yet stop short of sell-
destruetion.

That it makes the senpes dull, and by degrees
fmpaire the bodlly facullies, I am quite sure. 1
remarked to those who were with me 1o this
very establishment st Phi!ndelthln, that
tbe criminals who had beean there lon
were deaf, They, who were in the habit
of soeing these men constanily, were

erfectly  samazed at the Ides,  which

hey regarded as groundless and faneiful. And
yet the very firal prisoner o whom they ap-
pealed—one” of their own selection—eonfirmed
my impression (which was weknown 1o him)
instantly. and sard, with a genuine sir it was
lmpossible to doubt, that he couldn't think how
Llharpentd, but he was growing very dull of

Saring.

'I‘hngn is n sipgularly unequal punishment,
and affecls the worst man leasi, there ls no
deubt, Iu i superior stficlency &5 a mesns of
re'ormation, compated with that other code of
regulntions which allows the prisoners to work
in company withou! communicating together,
1 bave not pmallest faith., Al the instances
ol relormetion that were mentionéd to me were
of a kind that might have been—and I bave
po dosbt whatever, In my own mind, would
have been— equaily well hrooght abous, by the
sllent system, With res 10 such men as the
negro burglae and the Boglsh thief, even the
most enthusisstic bave sosrcely any hope of
their conversion.

It seems to me that the ebjection that nothing
wholesome or pood hus ever hiad its growih in
such vonstural solitude, and even adow, or
any of the more intelligent among beasis,
would nise, and mope, rust away beneatu
its inflaence, would be In llululmnet‘_ﬁ:‘u-
ment agaivst thissystem, Bubtwhen we L,
m sddition, how very cruel snd severe It is,
aud that  solitary life is always liable to pecu-
liar snd distinet oby ot a moet deploruble
psture, v 'eh have arlsen bere, snd call to
wind yer, the gholce is ot between
tbis system aud & bad of Hll-considered one, but
between it and another which has worked well,

d fe, o ll: whole design an 'prucﬂu‘, excel-

t; there bs surely. thnn suffiolen '-g
:3?..‘ andoning lmmmloh enl attend
by #o Jiitle bope or promiie, and fraaght, be-
yond dispute, wiih euch a host of evils,

Telief to its contemplation, 1 will close
&t.oh-pm with s gurious slory, arimng out of
the same ibeme, which was relited to me, on
sha oocasion of this visil, by some of the gentle-
men couperned,

At ome of the periodical meetings of thein-
spectors of thisprison, a worklogmaa of Phila-
delpbin presented himsell btfore the y Ani
earnestly requesied 1o be placed insolitay con-
nn;mem. “,(lh: being { u.llrd ghu wo:m
o romp m
.m.m""?mina‘.‘ he andwered Shat be
bad an drresietible propensity to gel drumk;
ihat. he was oconstently indu i1,
fo his grest misery amd ruin; that he had no
gnwer of resisiance; that he wished to be put

eyond the- resoh of temptation; and that ke
econld think of po better way than this. 1t was
pointed out to bim, in reply, that the prison was
for criminals who had been (ried and sentenced
by the law, and conld not be made available for
any auch fsneilul %; he was exhorted to
sbstain from intoxicating drinks, as he surely
wight if he wounld Lmd received other wr{ food
advice, with which he retired, exceedingly dis.
extinled with the result of his application.

He came agsip, and sgain, and agalo,
and was so very earnest and Importunate,
that nt lest they lock counsel togeiher, and
enid, “He will certainly qualily himself for
admisston H we reject him any more, Let
va shut him wp. @ will soon be glad to
go awny, and then we shall get 1id of him,” Bo
they made him slgn a atatement whieh wonld

prévent his over sustaloing an action for false
imprironment, to the effect that his lpearcern-
tion was voluntary, and of b own seeking; they
requested bim to inke notice that the officer in
attendance had orders to release him at ani
bhour of the day or night when he might knoe
upon bis door for that purpoee; but desired him
to undexsiand thel, once golog out, he wouald
pot be admifted any more, Thess conditions
agreed upon, and be sl remainiug in the spme
mind, he was conducled Lo the priron, and shut
up In one of the cells, »

In this cell, the man who had nob the firm-
ness {0 loave a glass of liguor slanding untastea
on n table before him—in this cell, In solitary
confinement, and working every day at his trade
of shoemaking. thls man remained nearly two
yeare, Hig henlth beginning to [all at the expl-
tation of that time, the surgeon recommendsd
that he should work occaslonully in the garden:
and, ae he liked the notlon very much, he wen
sbout this now occupation with grest cheerful-
Negs,

He wae digg'ng here, one summer day, very
industriously, when the wickel in the outer gate
chanced to be left open, thowliog, beyond, the
well-remembered dusty road sod sunburnt
fields, The way was as free to hun sato uoy
man livicg; but he uo sconer raised his hend
and caught eight of it, all shining in the light,
than, with theinvoluntary instinet of & pfisoner,
be cast away his spade, reampered off as fast ag
his Jegs would earry him, and never once looked
back. [ 20 be Confinved. )

INTERNAL REVENUE
PRINCIPAL ACENCY

FOR THIE NBALE OF UNITED
BEVENUE STAMPN,

STATES

Aill kinds of Revenue Stamps kept coustantly on
band, and for sale inall amounts, Stamps forwarded
fo all parta of the United States by Mall or Express,
withthe greatast despa'ch. The followlog discorant
allowed;—

On fan, ¥W0O PER CENT
$20 to §100, FOUR PER CENT,
100 and opwards......FOUR AND A HALF PER OT.

The United Btates Revenue Blamp printed on
(hecks, Drafts, Recelpts, Bill Heads, sto,

Orders soliclted from Printers, Eogravors, Sta-
tloners, Banks, Bankers, and others,

The following discount allowed on the Stamped
Paper—

Under §100....cosr. TWO AND A HALP PER CENT.
$100 Lo §300 THREE PER UENT
00 nnd over FOUR PEI OENT,

JACOOB E. RIDGWAY,
NO. 57 SOUTH THIRD ATREET,
PHILADELPHIA.

PRINCIPAL DEPOT

FOR THE SALE OF

UNITED STATES REVENUE STAMPS,

No. 304 OHESNUT Street.
CENTRAXL DEFOT,

103 Bouth FIFTIH Street
(One door below Obesnut stroet),

ESTABLISHBD 1862.

Our stock comprises all the denominationa primted
by the Government,

ALL ORDERS FILLED AND FORWARDED BY
MAIL OR EXPRESS IMMEPIATELY UPON LE
CEIPT, s malter of great {mportanoe.

Drafis ou Philadelpbia, Post OMee Orders, Green-
backs, and Nstiopal Bank Notes, received in pay
ment, Thelollowing rales ol commision are allowed
Om g2, TWO PER CENT
From §30 10 §li0..niisiins naee FOURI PER OERT
From §100 vpwards....FOUR AND A HALF PER CT

The Cornmisslon Is payshie in stampas.

All orders, eto., should be nddreased 10

NTANF AGENCY,

No. 304 CHESNUT Street,
FEILADNLPEIA.

9?3 ::_t_rg'h RECEIVED .r_‘%n STAMPED uxﬁu:s
BOOTS AND SHOES.
THE LATEST STYLES
IN CUSTOM-MABE
BOOTS AND SHOES

FOR GENTLEMEN AND BOYS,
CUALL AND SEE THE

NEW BOX TOES.

20 u

NO-

PRICES FIXED AT LOW FIGURES,
BARTLETT,
NO. 33 NOUTH NIXTH NTREET,
13 ABOVE CHESNUT.

FURNISHING GOODS, SHIRTS,&C

FINANCIAL.
BANKING HOUSE

JaCoona(p. §

02 and 114 So. THIRD 8T, PHILATVA,

Dealers in all Government Bsouritios,

OLD 5208 WANTED

I EXCHANGE FOR NEW)

A LIBERAL DIFFERENCE ALLOWED,

Compound Interest Notes Wanted,

INTEREAT ALLOWED ©ON DEFONITHE,

Oolieotions made. Btooks bought and sold on
Oomm ission,
Bpecial basines socommodiations ressrved for

adles 9 M S
WE HAVE FOR SALE
TUE
FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS
oF THE

Central Paeifie Rallroad Company,
AT (93) NINETY-FIVE,
And Acerued Enterest in Ourrency.

Thene Boudaare payable by law, principsl and inte-
redt, in gold, Intgreat payabie st of Janusry and 1sk
of July,

We will take Governments lo exchange, allowlng
the full market price,

We recommend them to Investors as a first-class
Eecurity, and will give at all times the Inicst pame
philets and general lnformation upon application to us

Having & full supply of these BONIS on bhand, we
are prepared 1o DELIVER THEM AT ONCE

DE HAVEN & BRO,,
Hankoers and Dealers ln Gevernmaents,
11 61lm NO. 40 BOUTH THIRD 8T.

Ng-rxo'lu.n
BANK OF THE REPUBLIC,

809 and 811 CHESNUT STRERET,

PHILADELPHIA, i :
CAPITAL #1,000,000
e DIRECTORS,

Joseph T. Balley, William Ervien,
Nathan Hilles, Osg«od Welah
Benj. Rowlsnd, Jr., hmton.

SBamusl A, Bispham, wn.
Edward I Orne,

.

WM., H, BHAWN, Prealdent, .
Lafs Cashier of the Cendral Nudional Bank

JOB, P, MUMFORD, Cashler,

51} Late of the Philadeiphia National Bank

7 3-10s,

ALL SERIES,
CONVERTED INTO

FIVE-"TWENTIES.

BONDS DELIVERED IMBEDIATERY,

DE HAVEN & BROTHER

Werp

u.

o, 40 8, YHIRD STREET.

SECURITIES
A SPECIALTY.

SMITH, RANDOLPH & (0,
BANEERS AND BROKERS,

NO, 16 8§, THIRD I'l'..ill. B NASSAU 8T,
PHILADELPILA, NEW YORK,

Orders for Stocks and Gold executed in Phila-
delphia and New York. i

COAL.

PAPER HANGINGS, ETO.
PAPER HANGINGS.
NEW ESTABLISHMENT,
E,. CORNER OF TENTH AND WALNUT,

J. 0. FINN, & BONB

Have opened with an sxtensive assortzuent of DROO-
BATIVE snd PLAIN WALL PAPERS,
av g A ml

J. W. SCOTT & CO,
SHIRT MANUFACTURERS,
3 AND DRALEES IN
HEEN'E FURNIEMING S€O00Ds

O, 314 CHESNUT NTREET,
FOUR DOOES BELOW THE "OONTINENTAL,
s Wirn FHILADKLFHLA

P ATENT SHOULDER-.BEAM
ANDER ey nw'nu_:z

St

GIRARD HOW,

E. M. NEEDLES & CO.,

N.W.Elsventh and O heanut Strests,
Have opened & large ot of very suparior

TABLE DAMASKS
Which they offer ai §1°2 and §1°% per yard,

mmﬂmmﬁuku
- mnlulnum. sold

Also, a vexy cheap lot: of -
[t $1%0 pee yard, {adiatay hal e
m.a:ﬂ;uh PILLOW LINMN, to
dueed from §L 1o

Alwo, alot of ALL LINEN
mummum_summ

V
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